Illinois Rain Garden Initiative

[image: image1.png]



STATE OF ILLINOIS

OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
GRANT APPLICATION

In an effort to reduce stormwater flooding, protect water quality and improve the environment, property owners across Illinois are adopting low-cost sustainable infrastructure techniques. Examples of sustainable infrastructure include using permeable pavement and landscape buffers, as well as rain gardens and rain barrels, to slow down the stormwater runoff. These techniques allow the water to percolate into the ground. 
An added environmental benefit is that this process acts as a natural filter and reduces harmful water quality impacts from rainfall that carries chemicals and pollutants with it into storm sewers, retention ponds, and, eventually, nearby streams and lakes. 
The Illinois Rain Garden Initiative is designed to empower students and communities to confront local flooding concerns, restore native Illinois prairie habitats, and learn about green solutions to storm water management.

The Office of the Lieutenant Governor will award 20 grants of $500 each to plant rain gardens. These landscaped areas are planted with wild flowers and other native vegetation, and often replace areas of lawn. During rain storms, they fill with a few inches of water and allow the water to gradually filter into the ground rather than running off into storm drains. This year we are pleased to announce that as part of the grant, we will be awarding rain barrels that can be integrated into the rain gardens for a more sustainable project. Each grant recipient will receive up to two rain barrels for their rain garden project. The rain barrels will be provided at a cost of $25 each or you may use part of your grant funds to purchase the rain barrel.
Organizations eligible to apply for Illinois Rain Garden Initiative grants include: public institutions, non-profit groups and schools. Projects are evaluated based on the following criteria:

· Project location 
· Overall environmental benefit 
· Community impact 
· Organization and presentation of proposal 
Applicants are encouraged to type all information on the form and keep at least one copy of the grant application for their own records. Applications must be faxed or postmarked no later than March 2, 2009 and must include all completed forms in a single envelope. Please mail, email or fax completed applications to:

Jamie Campbell
Office of the Lt. Governor 
Re: Illinois Rain Garden Initiative

JRTC - 100 West Randolph St, Ste 15-200

Chicago, IL  60601

Fax: 312-814-4862

Email: Jamie.Caston@illinois.gov
PLEASE READ REQUIREMENTS BEFORE FILLING OUT THE APPLICATION

1. The completed application form, projected budget, contract, W-9 form and timeline must be enclosed in a single enveloped and postmarked by March 2, 2009.

2. All plants used in rain garden projects must be native Illinois plants.

3. All rain garden projects must be completed within a year of receiving the grant.

4. All grant recipients are required to keep a time log and photographs of involvement in planning, planting and maintaining the rain garden. For examples see:  http://www.standingupforillinois.org/cleanwater/rg_projects.php 
This documentation must be submitted to the Office of the Lt. Governor as outlined in the separate instructions document. 
5. In addition to the projected budget, all grant recipients must create a final budget detailing how they spent the rain garden grant.  This documentation must be submitted to the Office of the Lt. Governor as outlined in the separate instructions document.

The rain garden grant may be used to fund the following:

· Native Plants

· Top Soil, Fertilizer and Mulch
· Master Gardener Consultation

· Planting Tools

If at any time an organization does not comply with these requirements, the Office of the Lt. Governor has the right to void the Rain Garden Contract.

Please Complete the Following:

Organization Name:   ______________________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________________________________

City:  ______________________

State:  ______________
Zip Code: ______________

Contact Person:  _________________________________________________________________

Telephone Number:  ______________________           Fax Number:  __________________________

Email Address: __________________________________________________________________

Backup Contact Person: ____________________________________________________________

Telephone Number:  ______________________           Fax Number:  __________________________

Email Address: __________________________________________________________________

Have You Applied Before? ______________

Estimated plant date (month): ____________________

Attach your proposed budget to this application form (see separate budget form)

Outline of Rain Garden Project

Give a brief outline of the project and your organization.  This should include key points, objectives and goals.  In addition, make sure to include the location of your rain garden, the timeline for planting your rain garden, how it will impact the community (e.g., serves as an educational tool) and the overall environmental benefit (e.g., preventing flooding and controlling stormwater runoff).  A sketch is not required, but if you have an idea of how you want to construct your rain garden, please include this in the space provided below.  
